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JUNE 23, 1954 


NOTICE! 


To Those Who Are Concerned About The 

Preservation And Continuation Of The 

Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 
Southern Presbyterian Church 


If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing matter 
at this time—make your plans to attend the annual meet- 
ing of this group in Weaverville, N. C., beginning at 
10:00 o’clock in the morning on Wednesday, August 18. 
Definite plans will be discussed and definite action taken. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Wielder Of 
The Sword 


Speaking of a man whom God is mightily using 
today a minister recently remarked: “‘He has been 
willing to pay the price. Few of us are willing to 
pay the price of power.” 


This is a sobering thought. Spiritual power, the 
result of the presence of the Holy Spirit in His 
fulness, is resident in the Word of God. 


Despite the clear teaching that it is the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Scriptures, against which Satan 
cannot stand, even for a moment, many of us under- 
take to fight him in the wisdom and power of hu- 
man understanding. Little wender that we are 
powerless in our daily encounters with him. Little 
wonder that we have so little power in preaching 
and working for the souls of men. 


But, there is also another requirement. An in- 
tellectual assent to the fact that the Word of God 
is the Sword of the Spirit is not enough. God ex- 
pects His servants to live lives consistent with their 
profession. “Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the 
Lord” is no idle suggestion. It is the second require- 
ment for one who would have that mighty infilling 
of spiritual power which transforms one’s life and 
message. 


Are we willing to pay the price? Involved are 
attitudes of belief, personal habits, the willingness 
to spend and be spent for Him, regardless of com- 
fort, or even life itself. It means a complete sur- 
render of everything to Christ, a willingness to put 
everything on the altar of our devotion to Him, 
making Him truly the Lord of our lives, as well as 
our glorious Saviour. 


PAGE 2 


Nothing would so quickly transform the Church 
as such an all-out surrender on the part of Chris- 
tians—ministers and lay people. Nothing would 
so quickly resolve internal problems in the Church 
and electrify a suspicious, hostile and cynical world 
than for those who bear the vessels of the Lord to 
themselves be the kind of people God wants them 
to be. 


This is written with the prayer that all of us will 


face this issue in our own hearts -and before the 


One with Whom we have to do. 


“Neither is there any creature that is not mant- 
fest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 


“BY YE CLEAN, THAT BEAR THE VESSELS OF THE 
LORD.’ —L.N.B. 


A Home Destroyed 
By Fire 


On June 9th last, the home of Rev. J. Kenton 
Parker, at Mount Mourne, North Carolina, was 
totally destroyed by fire. The blaze was caused by 
lightning which struck the house while the occu- 
pants were attending the mid-week prayer service 
at the church. Dr. Parker, as Journal readers know, 
is the lesson writer for the Sunday School Depart- 
ment in this paper. His treatments of the Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons are greatly enjoyed and used 
by thousands of the Journal’s readers who study to 
teach, or who read for their own enlightenment. 
The Journal counts itself fortunate indeed in hav- 
ing the services of this able and consecrated writer. 

We are informed that not only was the home a 
total loss, but everything was burned except a few 
dining room articles; all household furniture, cloth- 
ing, Dr. Parker’s extensive library which can hardly 
be replaced, records, heirlooms and mementos of 
his services as one of our missionaries in Korea. 
Hearty sympathy is extended to Dr. Parker and 
his family in this serious loss. 
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The Basis Of 
Christian Hope 


The third and final report of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on the main theme of the Second Assembly 
of the World Council is released on June 15th. 
The theme is CHRIST—THE HOPE OF THE WORLD. 
Confining our attention to this theme we note the 
basis on which it is posited. 


The Living God 


First, we have confidence because our hope is 
based upon what we know of God, and because we 
know of Him through what He has done. Christian 
hope begins with God, not with man. Not with the 
projection of our desires upon an unknown future, 
but with God’s acts in history, and especially of 
His act in raising Jesus Christ from the dead. ‘This 
is the guarantee of God’s promise that in good time 
His victory will be manifest to all’ and He Himself 
to be known everywhere as King. “It begets a living 
hope, an ardent longing for that glorious consum- 
mation, and an eager expectation of its cOming.” 
“Our hope comes to us from God and rests in God.” 
“He who was raised from the dead is He who died 
for our sins.” And He who confronts us is our 
Judge and Saviour—our living Lord. 


The Promises Of God 


Secondly, the good news of hope comes to us 
from God Himself, His deeds in the world, His 
promises in the Word. The faithfulness of God to 
His Old Testament promises, focused in the Mes- 
siah, find their fulfillment in the New Testament 
coming of the promised Deliverer. God in Jesus 
Christ has entered the tangled web of earthly his- 
tory; He has become for us both sin’s Victim and 
at the same time sin’s Victor; He bore the judg- 
ment that was against us all. In the Church He 
has given a foretaste or an earnest of the inheritance 
lad up for His people. Christ is our righteousness 
and peace—He is also present in us as the hope 


of glory. 
The Kingdom That Now Is 


Thirdly, we have in Christ the gracious power 
of the Kingdom, the beginning of a new humanity. 
The whole course of history is transfigured when 
we see the victorious Lord continuing His ministry 
of intercession and carrying on His warfare against 
every ruler of darkness. “Our hope must be an- 
chored in God who comes to us in Jesus Christ; 
it must look at once to what He has done, and to 
what He is doing now and to what He will do for 


His people and His world, in completion of His 
saving work.” Receiving His Spirit we participate 
in the glory of His Kingdom. 


The Christian must not let despair of the present 
evil lead him to neglect the call of God to minister 
the Gospel thereto. Nor in the glory of what is 
given now in foretaste ought he to forget that the 
whole world lies under judgment. 


The Kingdom That Is To Come 


Fourthly, The King reigns now; therefore He 
will reign until He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The Kingdom moves with God’s power and 
faithfulness towards its full realization. 


What is its character? God discloses to the eyes 
of faith matters “for which the language of in- 
spired imagination employed in the Sctiptures is 
alone adequate” for those things eaepand by 
the Spirit, that is: : 


the pure in heart shall see God; / 
the new heavens and the new earth; 
joint heirs with Christ; 
a body of heavenly glory; 
the knowledge of God will cover the earth; 
the Holy City will appear as a bride 
adorned for her husband; 

the choir will sing Hallelujahs to the 
Eternal ; 

all creation shall be reconciled in 

perfect communion with God. 


What is the time of its coming? Jesus’ whole con- 
cern was the fulfillment of God’s purpose, not the 
satisfaction of man’s curiosity. 

At the boundary of all life stands One who is 
both Judge and Saviour. 

The Assembly is to testify to Jesus Christ as the 
sole hope, the whole hope, the sure and certain hope 
of the world. “In His resurrection God has made 
manifest to all who believe on Him the world’s 
salvation and its true life. As judge of the world 
He will appear as God’s final revelation ‘to every 


ear and every eye and as the final goal of all God’s 
ways.” —W.C.R. 
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— LETTERS — 


From A Georgia Public School Principal: 


I cannot say enough for your Journal, for it 
seems to be the only thing left to cling to, except 
the Bible. I thank God for the Journal. 


* * * 


From A South Carolina Member Who 
Likes “Down To Earth’ Preaching: 


The Journal stands for Truth and for what is 
worthwhile. After reading, I pass it on to one of 
our Elders. We need more “down to earth’ preach- 
ers who make the way of Salvation plain so a child 
can understand, like Billy Graham and Charles E. 
Fuller. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 64. 
Preparing For Revival Services 


In fishing for the Finny Tribe much depends 
upon thorough preparation. Get out your tackle box 
and check every item of the equipment, hooks, lines 
and sinkers. Clean and oil the reels, check the guides 
and tips on the rods. See that the gang hooks on 
the plugs have proper adjustment. If you are going 
to use live bait or worms, arrange for them ahead 
of time if possible. If you plan to use your outboard 
motor, clean the spark plugs and see that there is 
plenty of grease in the propeller shaft and gears. 
The night before, sit down quietly and try to re- 
member something you may have overlooked. You 
don’t want to be embarrassed out there in the mid- 
dle of the lake when it is too late and too far to 
go back and get what you forget to bring. 


It is very much the same in a Revival when the 
fishing is for souls. Thorough preparation is a Must. 
Rev. John R. Williams, of Montreat, N. C., is an 
Evangelist—and a good one. The Lord has wonder- 
fully blessed his ministry wherever he has gone. He 
believes in thorough preparation, and he sends sug- 
gestions for it to the churches that engage him for 
revival services. Anglers column is glad to present 
these suggestions to those who would care to use 
them in whole or in part. 


Suggested Program Of Preparation 
John R. Williams Revivals 
Prayer: 


1. Have as many prayer meetings as possible in 
the three weeks preceding the revival, praying for 
revival in the church and for the conversion of defi- 
“nite people. 
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2. Request that each department of the Sunday 
School pray, each Sunday, for the coming meeting, 


3. Request that the meeting be remembered at all 
the Family Altars. 


4. Arrange to have a 10 or 15 minute prayer 
service before each night service during the meeting, 


5. Strongly recommend that every member of the 
church have a private prayer list. 


Personal Work: 


1. Place pledge cards in the pews, and for two 
or three Sundays prior to the meeting have the peo- 
ple pledge to support the meeting with their prayers 
and attendance. 


2.. Also have them to write on the same card the 
name of a person or a couple whom they are willing 
to sponsor through the meeting. To pledge to spon- 
sor a person or couple means that they are pledging 
to pray for the prospects daily; that they will visit 
this person (or persons) before the meeting begins, 
to invite them to the meetings; and they will see 
to it that they will have a way of getting to the 
church, and that they are made to feel at home 
when they get there. 


Committees: 


1. Church Officers. The Church’s officers acting 
as a committee should get out a letter to every home 
of the congregation, asking every member to sup- 
port the meeting with their prayers and presence. 


2. Prayer Meetings. This committee should be 
made up of both men and women. They are to select 
the place of each prayer group. They should use the 
telephone or other means of notifying the people of 
the community the time and place of the prayer 
meeting. 


3. Publicity. This committee is to prepare all the 
advertising for the meeting, such as posters, invita- 
tion cards, banners, newspaper, etc. They are to see 
to it that the meeting is mentioned in the local 
paper, and arrange for spot announcements over 
the radio. 


4. Ushering. This committee is to arrange for, 
and see that a complete set of ushers are present 
every night. They should arrange for two or more 
leaders at the door every night to welcome visitors. 


Finance: 


1. For all expenses of the meeting, other than 
the gifts to the evangelist, offerings should be taken 
the first nights of the meeting until all expenses 


have been met. 


2. For the evangelist, the offerings on the last 
two nights of the meeting. 


3. Entertainment of the evangelist is to be pro- 
vided by the church, 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS | 


LESSON FOR JULY 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus---Our Example And 


Background Scripture: Luke 2:40-52. De- 


votional Reading: Isaiah 55:3-7. 


The Incarnation is both a Profound Mystery and a Glorious Fact. Like many other mysteries in the Bible, 
and out of the Bible, it is beyond our finite minds. It is not contrary to reason, for we see many analogies in 
nature, and in everything we have to deal with in our modern life, there is much that we do not understand. 
To «anyone who reads and believes the Word of God it is a fully established fact, for it is revealed in many 
places and in many ways in the Bible. Both Matthew and Luke tell us that He was born of the Virgin 


Mary by the Spirit of God. In John’s Gospel and 
his [Spistles we are told of the Word becoming flesh 
and dwelling among us. In Hebrews and Ephesians 
the same thing is revealed in a slightly different way. 
To an ordinary mind like mine it is far easier to 
believe what the Bible says than some theory of an 
unbelieving man. I have always found that the 
Virgin Birth of Jesus is very easy for me to accept, 
for it is not only the simplest explanation, but the 


inspired one. 


Our Larger Catechism sums up the teaching of 
the Bible in questions 36-40. It was both necessary 
and fitting that the Mediator of the covenant of 
Grace should be ‘‘God and man, in two entire 
distinct natures, and one Person for ever.” “Christ 
the Son of God, became man by taking to himself 
a true body, and a reasonable soul, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, of her substance, and born of 
her, yet without sin.” 


In Isaiah 55 He is called a Leader and Com- 
mander. As our Leader and Commander, He is one 
of us, and yet superior to us; He is our Lord, as 
well as our Example. He leaves us an example, 
that we should follow in His steps, but He leads 
us, and we are to obey the commands which come 
from Him. 


We are not concerned primarily today with the 
doctrinal aspects of the Incarnation, but with the 
Growth of our Saviour as a Real Man. We are 
studying the practical, rather than the doctrinal. 
Let me quote rather extensively from Bishop Ryle, 
who is in my estimation, the very best of commen- 
tators: ‘“There is doubtless much that is deeply 
mysterious in the Person of the Lord Jesus. How 
the same Person could be at once perfect God and 


perfect man, is a point that necessarily passes our | 


understanding. In what manner and measure, and 
in what proportion at the early part of His life, 
that divine knowledge which He doubtless possessed, 
was exercised, we cannot possibly explain. It is a 
high thing. We carinot attain unto it. 


“One thing, however, is perfectly clear, and we 
shall do well to lay firm hold upon it. Our Lord 
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partook of everything that belongs to man’s nature, 
sin only excepted. As man He was born an infant. 
As man He grew from infancy to boyhood. As man 
He yearly increased in bodily strength and mental 
power. His. passage from boyhood to full age. Of 
all the sinless conditions of man’s body, its first 
feebleness, its after growth, its regular progress to 
maturity, He was in the fullest sense a partaker. We 
must rest satisfied in knowing this. To pry beyond 
is useless. Io know this clearly is of much im- 
portance. A want of settled knowledge of it has 
led to many wild heresies. 


“One comfortable practical lesson stands out on 
the face of this truth, which ought never to be over- 
looked. Our Lord is able to sympathize with men 
in every stage of man’s existence from the cradle 
to the grave. He knows by experience the nature and 
temperament of the child, the boy, and the young 
man. He has stood in their place. He has occupied 
their position. He knows their hearts. Let us never 
forget this in dealing with young people about their 
souls. Let us tell them confidently, that there is One 
in heaven at the right hand of God, Who is exactly 
suited to be their Friend. He Who died on the 
Cross was once a boy Himself, and feels a special 
interest in boys and girls, as well as in grown peo- 
ple.”” (Ryle’s Commentary on Luke). 


Surely the Plan of Salvation becomes even more. 
marvellous as we study about the infancy and 
growth of the boy Jesus. He is fitted in a peculiar 
way to be a Faithful and Merciful High Priest; 
our Leader and Commander. 


I. A Simple Statement of the 
Growth of Jesus: 2:40. 


The Child grew and waxed strong. Remember, 
we are studying about the growth of a Sinless Child. 
All parents love to watch their children grow and 
wax strong. But our children have inherited the 
sinful nature of their parents. Their growth is 
necessarily hampered by this weakness. They are 
subject also to diseases and sin. I like to use my 
imagination a bit and think of Mary and her Per- 
fect Child. She certainly ‘had a lot of things to 
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“ponder in her heart.” A mother was talking to us 
the other day about her second baby, which was so 
much better than her first one. The first child had 
been sick a good deal and was fretful and kept them 
awake a lot at night. I wonder what sort of an 
experience it would have been to watch a Perfect 
Baby grow. Mary was the only mother who ever 
had such a delightful experience. 


II. The Visit to Jerusalem: 
41-51. 


This is the only incident we have recorded in 
Scripture of the boyhood of Jesus, after His birth 
and presentation in the Temple. I saw a book by 
Dr. Talmadge which had in it a great many tra- 
ditions concerning that boyhood. I suppose some 
of these at least were based on facts but none are 
given us in the Bible. His must have been a unique 
boyhood, but it was not the purpdse of the inspired 
writers to give us any details concerning this period 
of His life, except this one, when He was twelve 
years of age. 


We get a glimpse into the home life of Mary 
and Joseph. They went up every year to Jerusalem 
at the feast of the Passover. This one verse makes 
it clear that they were pious, devout Jews, obeying 
the laws of God. (See also 2:27, where they bring 
the baby Jesus, ‘to do for Him after the custom 
of the law.’’) 


We get also an insight into the natural and the 
supernatural as these were combined in the boy 
Jesus. He was evidently a normal boy, for when 
they missed Him they naturally supposed that, like 
any boy, He was with some of their relatives in the 
caravan. When they finally found Him, however, 
they were astonished, for He was in the midst of 
the doctors, both hearing and asking, (and as we 
see later, answering) questions. It was normal for 
a boy to ask questions; the thing which astonished 
them all was His understanding and answers. Was 
this unusual mental ability the result of the develop- 
ment of a mind unhampered by sin, or was there 
even here, at this early age, the shining forth of 
the Wisdom of the One in Whom are hid all the 


treasures of wisdom and knowledge? 


There follows an even more striking statement. 
When His mother gently rebukes Him, His reply 
is, “How is it that ye sought Me? wist ye not that 
I must be about My Father’s business?” (In My 
Father’s House). He seems perfectly aware of His 
unique personality. He seemed to know that God 
was His Father in an unusual sense. 


Another thing we learn is that He went down 
to Nazareth and was subject unto them. This was a 


part of His Humiliation. He was “made perfect 


through obedience’’: that is, He became a Perfect 
Mediator and High Priest by His obedience to the 
Law of God, and this was a part of the Law, for 
children were to honor their parents. We see that 
in all points Jesus took His place as one of us. There 
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is a blending of God and man, of the natural and 
supernatural, in the Son of God. | | 


“But His mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart.” Her heart must have been full, for there 
were many things about her marvellous Son which 
she did not fully understand. 


III. Another Statement of His Growth: 
52. 


We are given in this verse a fuller account of 
the ways in which Jesus grew. 


He increased in Wisdom. His understanding as 
a Child, was a Child’s understanding, but perfect, 
for a child. To watch the mental growth of a sin- 
less mind would be fascinating business. We boast 
of the development of our children, and are proud 
of every little indication of the progress which 
they make. We look for each sign of this, and are 
sadly disappointed if we do not see them grow this 
way. The growth of the mind of Jesus in wisdom 
was the growth of a real human Child. 


And Stature. His body grew. It was a “true 
body,” not simply God in the form of man, but 
“bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh.” The 


Word really and truly “became flesh.” Here, as in 


the case of the mind, we have perfect growth, be- 
cause there was no sin, and therefore, no sickness, 
or infirmity to retard growth. We never read of 
Jesus being sick in body. He took upon Him our 
sickness and infirmities; He healed all manner of 
sickness and disease, but disease could find no foot- 


hold in His perfect body. 


In favor with God. This is the hardest of these 
expressions to understand, and they all have some- 
thing mysterious about them. In verse 40 we read 
that “the grace of God was upon Him.” If Mary 
could rejoice in the growth of her Son, how much 
more could His Father rejoice in the growth of 
His Only-Begotten and Dearly Beloved Son! The 
heart of His Father rejoiced as His Son developed 
into a full-grown man. 


“And man,” (men). Jesus was a real Man. He 
did not come into the world to live apart from men, 
and be a recluse, like John the Baptist. He came 
to mingle with the multitudes of His fellow-men 
here on earth. There was to be a social relationship. 
He was well liked by those with whom He came 
in contact. I love to think of Him as the perfect 
playmate, and popular among His companions. Un- 
til the unreasonable jealousy of the Jewish leaders 
manifested itself, Jesus was “popular”; the hero of 
the multitudes. One year of His ministry is called 
“The Year of Popularity.” If people hated Him, 
they hated without a cause. 


Assistant Pastor Desired 
ai Apply: Pastors’ Committee, Box 751, Salisbury, 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 4 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Knowing Our Neighbors 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “O Word Of God Incarnate” 
Prayer 


Scripture: I Corinthians 12:4-20 

Hymn: “Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken” 
Offering 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


When Martin Luther published his famous 
Ninety-five Theses (objections to Roman Catholic 
beliefs and practices) in 1517 there came into the 
open a veritable mountain of dissatisfaction against 


the Roman Church which had been building up for 
_ many years. Luther hoped to reform the church and 


lead it back to Biblical beliefs and practices. Rome 
responded by expelling Luther and his followers 
from the Church. The movement was not to be de- 
feated so easily. Since the leaders were not per- 
mitted to reform religion within the Roman Church, 


‘ they continued the reformation on the outside, and 
the Protestant movement has consistently grown © 


through the years and to the present time. 


Today the Protestants make up roughly thirty 
per cent of all those who are called by the name 
Christian. One of the great principals of the Protes- 
tant Reformation was the freedom of every Chris- 
tian to read and interpret the Bible for himself 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (The Ro- 
man Church reserves to itself alone the right to 
interpret Scripture.) This new freedom resulted 
in many honest differences of opinion among Chris- 
tians, so there are now numerous branches of 
Protestantism. Today we call these branches de- 
nominations. The purpose of this program is to 
acquaint us with some of the major denominations 
to which our friends and neighbors belong. 


First Speaker: 


The Lutheran Church, of course, bears the name 
of its founder, Martin Luther. It grew most rapidly 
among German and Scandinavian people and was 
brought to the United States by their descendents. 
The belief of Lutherans is based on Luther’s two 
catechisms and on the Augsburg Confession (1530) 
authored by a young associate of Luther’s, Philip 
Melanchthon (pronounced Mellank’-thon). Luth- 
erans accept the Bible as the Word of God, and 
discard from their faith and practice anything 
which they think is forbidden by Scripture. Their 
form of worship is very liturgical (formal), cen- 
tering largely around the altar. They place great 
emphasis on the Lord’s Supper, but insist that it 
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has no magical element. ‘The local congregations 
elect their own officers and pastors, and govern 
themselves to a large extent. The next governing 
body above the congregation is the Synod which is 
made up of pastors and the official representatives 
of the local churches. Ministers are ordained by 
the Synod. The highest governing level of the 
Lutheran Church is the general body, which is 
calied by various names among the different 
branches of Lutheranism. Some non-Lutherans have 
scofted at the many divisions of Lutheranism in the 
United States, but most of the different branches 
meet together for consultation in large, loose as- 
sociations, 


Second Speaker: 


The Episcopal Church takes its name from its 
form of government, by bishops. It had its beginning 
in 1534 when Henry VIII, King of England, de- 
nied the authority of the Roman Pope over the 
Church of England and claimed most of that au- 
thority for himself. At first the English Church 
differed from the Roman Church only in refusing 
to recognize the Pope, but in succeeding years 
Protestant leaders in England were influential and 
more and more of the Romish beliefs and practices 
of the Church were cast off. The Episcopal Church, 
of course, was brought to the United States by early 
English settlers and was the official church of the 
colonies until independence was won. 


At present there are still two great divisions of 
the Episcopal Church under one organization, the 
high-church and the low-church. High-church Epis- 
copalians have been called English Catholics. They 
believe that their bishops and priests are direct 
successors of the Apostles and that bishops are neces- 
sary to the being of the church. With some modifica- 
tions, their worship is very similar to that of the 
Roman Church. Very likely most of the Episco- 
palians we know are of the low-church. Their wor- 
ship is very formal, but more Protestant than Catho- 
lic. They place far more emphasis on the teaching 
of Scripture than do members of the high-church 
and are more cooperative with other Protestants. 
All Episcopalians, however, require that ministers 
coming into their church from other Protestant de- 
nominations be re-ordained by a Bishop, .but they 
do not require this of priests who come to them 
from Catholic churches. 


Third Speaker: 


The Methodist Church is the youngest major 
denomination we shall be discussing. It had its be- 
ginning in England, and its founders were mem- 
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bers of the Church of England. John and Charles 
Wesley and George Whitefield were the leaders of 
this great movement which began at Oxford Uni- 
versity. The name Methodist was given in derision 
by other students who laughed at the methodical 
religious practices of these young men. Revivalism 
might be called the watchword of Methodism be- 
cause the church saw its greatest growth in England 
and America as its preachers delivered a fervent 
gospel of salvation to the masses who had been 
largely neglected by the established churches. The 
Wesleys had hoped to see their movement become a 
re-awakening within the Church of England, but 
when their own church proved itself unsympathetic, 
it became necessary to form a new organization. 


The form of government of the Methodists is 
loosely episcopal. Its bishops and district superin- 
tendents are appointed for a limited time, and they, 
in turn, appoint ministers to serve the local churches. 
The churches are divided into geographical areas 
which are called conferences. These conferences 
meet annually to reappoint ministers, and to or- 
dain new ministers. Quarterly conferences are held 
in the local churches, with the district superinten- 
dent presiding, to establish the budget and to elect 
officers (stewards) for the church. The local church 
has less friction than in most other Protestant de- 
nominations. The worship is far less formal than 
in the parent Episcopal Church, but its basis is the 
Episcopal Prayer Book. Methodists believe that 
men must be saved by faith in Christ, but faith be- 
longs to men, and when faith becomes weak salva- 
tion is in danger. The older Methodists were very 
strict with regard to personal piety, but there has 
been a strong liberalizing tendency in recent years. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The Baptist Church claims to have no founder 
but Christ, and to have had an unbroken history 
from the time of its founding. Most Baptists, how- 


ever, readily admit that this is true only in a limited > 


sense. As an organized church, or churches, they 
began soon after the Protestant Reformation. ‘To- 
day the Baptist Church, like the Methodist Church, 
counts the majority of its membership in America. 
Also like the Methodists, the Baptists have made 
much of their progress through a willingness to take 
religion to the masses who were overlooked by the 
established churches. 


This church gets its name from its belief that 
immersion is the only correct mode of baptism. In 
this view it differs from practically all other 
branches of Christianity. Only recently have any 
Baptist churches been willing to admit to their com- 
munion tables other Christians who had not been 
baptized by immersion. In nearly all other respects 
Baptists are Calvinistic in their beliefs. 


The government of the Baptist Church is con- 
gregational. There is no real governmental authority 
above the local congregation. Each local church 
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transacts its own business, receives its members by 
vote of the congregation, and licenses its own minis. 
ters. The ministers are ordained by the congrega- 
tion upon recommendation by a group of sister 
churches. On the local and state levels the churches 
meet in associations, and at a higher level in a cop- 
vention, but these organizations are to carry out the 
larger program of the church and not to govern. 


Due to the right of local churches to ordain min- 
isters, there was a time when many Baptist ministers 
were poorly educated, but with the rise of many 
fine Baptist colleges and seminaries, this picture is 
rapidly changing. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Now that we have learned something of the his- 
tory and belief of our neighbor churches we shall 
plan for our next program to look at our own 
church and some of the other members of our Pres- 
byterian family. 


Women’s Work 


“Continue In Prayer” 


The 1954 General Assembly will go down in 
history as one of the most significant in the life of 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. There were many 
things that contributed to this— F 


The pre-Assembly Conference on Evangelism 
spent much time in prayer for the coming Assembly 
meeting, and there were many periods of silent and 
audible prayer during the meeting of the Assembly. 


The moderator was strong in quietness and con- 
fidence, fair and full of faith, genial and decisive, 
alert, wise, kind, considerate. 


The commissioners, while they did not always 
agree, gave evidence of seeking earnestly the thing 
that was right and for the greatest good of the 
whole church. They were in large part younger 
men who seemed to be concerned for the affairs of 
the church and eager to have things done right and 
in order. 


The spirit that prevailed throughout the Assem- 
bly was a joy to witness. With great controversial 
issues before that body and with many hours of 
earnest debate on questions of race relations and 
church union, the same fine spirit was maintained. 
Truly, the Holy Spirit worked mightily to “keep 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


Some weeks ago the Women of the Church were 
called to prayer for this meeting of the Assembly. 
There are those who would witness to you. “Prayer 
changes things,” “‘continue ye in prayer.” 


We shall need prayer for the whole church that 
the same spirit may prevail all across our Assembly 
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and that the church may be brought to know and 
do God’s will; so let us pray for ourselves, for our 
fellow-Christians, for our own local churches, for 
each court of the church, as it will meet in the 
coming months and year. : 


Child Placement Service 


Children in need of homes, and homes where 
such children would be welcomed, will be brought 
together under the guidance of the Synod of Texas’ 
newly-created Presbyterian Child Placement ser- 
vice. 


That is one of the functions of the new service, 
believed to be the first of its type to be operated by 
Synod. | 


Formally known as the Presbyterian Child Place- 
ment Agency of the Synod of Texas, U. S., the 
project was launched at the first of this year with 
a full time director, Mrs. Betty Woodward, and 
oflices at 540 Gibraltar Life Building, Dallas, Tex. 
The secretary is Mrs. Helen Platt. 


A board of trustees governs the project, meeting 
semi-annually to decide on policies. 


Aim of the agency is to aid dependent children 
who are in need of care or protection. This is done 
by receiving and placing children from Presbyterian 
homes (or homes of all other religious denomina- 
tions) in either the Presbyterian Home and School 
for Children at Itasca, Texas, or in foster homes 
where adoption may be arranged. Principal emphasis 
is on the latter objective so a permanent home for 
the child may be secured. 


My Sunday School Teacher 


A Sunday School Teacher 
I don’t know his name, 
A wonderful preacher 
Who never found fame. 
So faithful, so earnest 
When I was a boy— 
He stuck to his task 
Though I tried to annoy. 


He never was missing, 
In cold or in heat, 

A smile his face lighted 
The moment we’d meet. 

He taught by example 
As well as by word, 

This splendid old teacher 
Who honored his Lord. 


He helped my young life 
More than ever he knew. > 
Later years I remembered 
And tried to be true. 
I know he has gone now 
To join Heaven’s ranks, 
It’ll be my good pleasure 
Some day to say thanks. 


—Will H. Houghton. 
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Church News 


World Missions Receipts 
Budget for 1954 $ 2,874,900.00 
Receipts to Date 86,414.94 


Percentage of Annual Budget Re- 


ceived to Date 34.31 
- Balance Needed for the Year .......... $ 1,888,485.06 
The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
_ Jan. 1 - May 31, 1954 
The General Fund 


Budget for 1954 $716,899.00 
Receipts to Date 129,259.90 
Percentage of Annual Budget to Date 18.03 


Balance Needed for the Year $587,639.10 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 
Receipts to Date 4,386.94 | 
Percentage of Annual Budget Re- . 

ceived to Date 19.94 


Balance Needed for the Year $ 17,613.06 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


Board Of World Missions 


At its recent meeting the Board of World Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church U.S. appointed 
five new missionaries to serve in Africa, Brazil and 
Korea. 7 


Rev. Curtis Goodson of Saluda, North Carolina 
has been appointed to evangelistic service in East 
Brazil. Mr. Goodson is a native of Dade County, 
Florida. 


Rev. Robert L. Smith of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
has been appointed to evangelistic service in Korea. 
Mr. Smith was born in Fordyce, Arkansas. 


Miss Cora Wayland of Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina has been appointed to evangelistic service in 
= She is a native of Fort Mill, South Caro- 
ina. 


Miss Ann Faucette of Bristol, Tennessee, has 
been appointed as an evangelistic missionary to 
Korea. 


These four will proceed to their respective fields 
of service after attending the Institute for Outgoing 
Missionaries, at Montreat. this summer. 


Mrs. John Combs of Nicholasville, Kentucky has 


been appointed to serve in Congo for a term of 
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three years as matron at Central School for Mis- 
sionaries Children. She expects to sail for Congo 
on June 25 to take up her work at Central School. 


Dr. and Mrs. Z. V. Myers will retire from mis- 
sionary service on June | after thirty years in Mexi- 
co. Mr. Myers has served as the Business Manager 
of the Mexico Mission. The Myers will return to 
this country on May 20 and will make their home 
in Walhalla, South Carolina. 


With regret the Board of World Missions ac- 
cepted the resignation of Miss Gene Lindler as a 
missionary to Korea. Miss Lindler has served for 
five years as a medical technologist at the Chunju 
Hospital. She is resigning for health reasons. 


Rev. and Mrs. D. E. Williams of our Brazil 


Mission announce the birth of a daughter, Jean 
Barrow, in Garanhuns on March 5. 


A daughter, Carolyn Lee, was born on April 1 
in Brussels to Rev. and Mrs. E. S. King, Jr., of 


our Congo Mission. 


Elizabeth Struppe Nelson was born April 4 in 
Luebo the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Henry §, 


Nelson of our Mission there. 


Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Codington of our 
Korea Mission announce the birth of a son, David 


Peck, in Nashville on April 28. 


Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. Lancaster, Jr., of our 
Japan Mission announce the birth of a son, Lewis 


Holladay, III, on May 20 in Kobe. 


ay Here's a booklet that may 


answer your problem exactly 


Our annuity gift plan enables many people to secure a safe 
et attractive income for their declining years, and also to 
lave a substantial gift to help spread the Gospel. : 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any sum from 
$100 up, we will agree to pay the donor (or anyone he desig- 
nates) a fixed sum every six months as long as he lives, the 
amount of payment being based on the recipient's age. | 


An attractive income is thus guaranteed to the recipient for life, 


unaffected by depressions or other adversities that would 
affect the yield on other investments. None of the gift is used 
for mission work until our lifetime obliga- 


tion has. been completed. 


There are other attractive features to be 
found in annuity gifts. Write today for 
a copy of our FREE booklet that gives 


ou all the details: ''A Guaranteed 
ifetime Investment with Mutual 
Benefits for Yourself and Others." 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 

P. O. Box 330 
NASHVILLE |, TENN. 
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Missionary Arrivals And 
Departures 
From Brazil: ; 
Miss Edith Foster and Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 


Shaver arrived in this country on April 19 for their 
regular furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. Joseph R. Woody and family are _ 


scheduled to arrive in this country on June 4 for 
their regular furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. Jon Crow and family are sched- 
uled to arrive in this country sometime in July for 
their regular furlough. 


To Brazil: 


Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Gourley, new missionaries, 
are scheduled to sail for West Brazil on June 24. 


From Congo: 


Dr. Gladys Smithwick is scheduled to arrive in 
New York on June 14 for her regular furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. William H. Crane and family are 
scheduled to arrive in this country on May 25 for 
regular furlough. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Anderson, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. F. Stockwell and Rev. and Mrs. Wm. 
F. Pruitt are scheduled to arrive in this country the 
last of July for their regular furloughs. 


To Congo: 


Having completed their regular furloughs in this 
country, Miss Julia Hampton sailed on April 30 
and Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Spooner and family sail- 
ed on May 12. 


Others who have been in this country on fur- 
lough who expect to sail soon: 


Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley Smith ‘are scheduled to 
sail on May 29. 


Rev. and Mrs. V. A. Anderson a are scheduled to 
sail on June 10. 


Mrs. Maria P. Hertwig expects to sail on 
June 16. 


Rev. and Mrs. David McLean and Dr. and Mrs, 
S. Hugh Wilds are scheduled to sail on June 25. 


Mr. and Mrs. Garland Goodrum plan to return 


to Congo about the middle of June. 
From Korea: 


Rev. R. K. Robinson of our Korea Mission plans 
to return to this country in June to take his family 
back to Korea with him in the fall. 


To Korea: 


Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Taylor, new missionaries, 
are scheduled to sail June 25 from San Francisco. 
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From Mexico: | 
Rev. and Mrs. C. J. McClendon and family are 


expected to cross the border about the last, of June 


to spend their regular furlough in this country. 
To Mexico: 


Rev. and Mrs. Homer Spencer and family are 
planning to cross the border into Mexico about June 
1 after spending their regular furlough in this 
country. 


From Japan: 


The following missionaries expect to arrive in 
this country during the summer for their regular 
furloughs: 


Rev. and Mrs. Wm. P. Boyle, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Brady, Miss Coline Gunn, Miss Mary Har- 
aughty, Miss Catherine Fultz, Miss Elizabeth Mc- 
Neill, Miss Ruth Buckland, Rev. and Mrs. Walter 
P. Baldwin, Rev. and Mrs. L. W. Peterson. 


A son, David Mark, was born on May 18 in 
Kobe to Rev. and Mrs. Walter P. Baldwin of our 


Japan Mission. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C. — Two courses in Bible will be 
taught in Summer School at Presbyterian Junior 
College by Dr. Louis LaMotte, president of the 
college and Presbyterian minister, beginning on 
June 14. The first course will be “Jesus Christ, 
the Ministry and Message of the Master.” The 
second course will be “A Study of the Establish- 
ment of the Church,” using material from Acts 
through Revelation. The classes will meet daily at 
one o'clock. Credit will be given for the course but 
adult auditors may attend. The Preparatory De- 
partment Summer School begins June 7. 


The commencement exercises were held Monday, 
May 31 at eleven o'clock. The Reverend Charles 
Donnell gave the invocation. President Louis La- 
Motte introduced Dr. Edwin R. Walker, whose 
subject was “Beyond Conflict.”” The salutatory was 
given by William J. Hollenbeck, of Fayetteville, 
N. C. The valedictory was by Robert Lee McCain 
of Waxhaw, N. C. Diplomas and awards were pre- 
sented. The winner of the William Black Citation 
was announced. Faculty promotions were an- 
nounced, 


Florida Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Florida will meet pursuant 
to adjournment during the meeting of the Synod 
of Florida in the Riverside Presbyterian Church, 
Jacksonville, Florida, July 20, at the call of the: 
moderator. 


—D. C. Young, Stated Clerk. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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A New Church Organized 


The Hope Presbyterian Church was organized 
Sunday afternoon, May 30th, by a Commission of 
the Presbytery of Dallas at its spacious site at Car- 
penter and Meadow. The service was out-doors 
under the shade of the beautiful elm trees. Fifty- 
three charter members were enrolled. Elders Willie 
Beck and Wm. I. Caldwell and Deacons Thomas 
H. Hogg and James Fred Miller were ordained 
and installed. The congregation called the Rev. 
Wilson Duke Richardson, native of Houston, grad- 
uate of May Allen and Prairie View Colleges of 
Texas and Western Theological Seminary of Hol- 
land, Michigan as pastor. < 


After a most appropriate and helpful sermon by 
Dr. Jos. M. Gettys the congregation proceeded to 
the ground-breaking ceremony. The contract is al- 
ready let for construction of the manse. The bids 
have been opened for construction of the first per- 
manent unit in a quarter of a million dollar church 
building program and it is anticipated that within 
a matter of two weeks the contract for the church 
proper will be signed for an amount in the neighbor- 
hood of $33,000. Those participating in the ground 
breaking were: Austin Watson, Chairman of the 
County-wide Sub-committee on property, Jas. P. 
Anderson, Chairman of Presbytery’s Home Mission 
Committee, G. Porter Burgess, Treasurer, Presby- 
tery’s Home Mission Committee, Rev. Wilson Duke 
Richardson, pastor and Mr. Wm. I. Caldwell, rul- 


ing elder. 


Some 200 members and guests joined in the cele- 
bration, enjoying refreshments of cold drinks and 
barbecue provided by the ladies. 


The wonderful start and evident ability and de- 
votion of the members, gives great encouragement 
for the future growth and development of this new 
work. 


Summer School 


Maxton, N. C.—Summer School at Presbyterian 
Junior College began Monday, June 7, with classes 
in high school subjects and night classes. College 
courses began Monday, June 14. The following 
members of the faculty will teach during the sum- 
mer: Dr. Louis C. LaMotte, Dean O. W. Ferrene, 
Dean Floyd E. James, Professor Rockwell C. Jour- 
ney, Professor John H. Crabtree, Jr., Professor 
Raymond H. Dawson, Professor Edmund L. Lough- 
nan, Professor William <A. Linton, Professor 

*Charles F. Mulkey, Professor Leta W. McIntyre, 
‘Librarian Madge Cornwell. College courses to be 
offered are: Chemistry, English, (2 courses) ; Span- 
ish, (2 courses) ; Mathematics, American History, 
Bible, Western Civilization, Typing, Business Or- 
ganization. High School courses are: Plane Geom- 
etry, American History, English 11 and 12, Physics, 
Algebra 9 and 10, Typing. 
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Night classes will be taught in Typing and Busi- 
ness Organization in Maxton and Commercial Law 
and Economic Geography in Lumberton. 


Davidson Summer School 


Davidson College will operate just one six weeks 
term this year, June 9, through July 23, and not 
the usual two terms as has been the case in past 
summers. 


Nearly 160 students have enrolled for the 1954 
summer school term. 


The coed students will be housed at the college 
Guest House, with hostess Nell Shinn serving as 
housemother. 


A full scale recreational and sports progran) js 
on tap for the summer students, with C. Shaw 
Smith, Director of the College Union, and Paul K. 
Scott, athletic director, mapping out the recreational 
activities. 


A Family Stream Line From 
Columbia Seminary 


When Pierre Wilds DuBose, Jr., of Zellwood, 
Florida, received his Bachelor of Divinity degree 
at the commencement exercises of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary on May 24, he represented the 
fourth generation of his family to graduate from 
that institution and to enter the Presbyterian min- 
istry. His great grandfather, Rev. Julius J. Du- 
Bose, graduated one hundred and twenty years ago 
in the class of 1834, and served pastorates in the 
Synod of South Carolina. His grandfather was Dr. 
Hampden Coit DuBose who graduated in 1871, 
became a missionary to China, and won distinction 
by his successful fight against the opium traffic in 
that country. He was also a writer and translator, 
and was elected Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 1891. His 
father is Rev. Pierre W. DuBose of the class of 
1917, who is also a minister and is at present serv- 
ing as president of the Hampden DuBose Academy 
in Zellwood, Florida. An uncle, Dr. Warner Du- 
Bose of Johnson City, Tenn., completed his train- 
ing at Columbia Theological Seminary in 1906, 
and occupied various prominent pastorates in our 
Church before his retirement from active service 
several years ago. Pierre DuBose, Jr., who gradu- 
ated from the University of Florida before entering 
Columbia Seminary, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of the Bremen and Tallapoosa Churches in 
Atlanta Presbytery. 


A Church Dedication 


April 25th marked the climax of a busy season 
for the congregation of the Williams Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C. On that 
day they dedicated the new sanctuary building and 
the enlarged and renovated sanctuary. | 
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On Sunday morning, April 25, the building was 
dedicated in a special service in the presence of a 
congregation that taxed the seating capacity of the 
house. After a worship service, Mr. E. L. McCon- 
nell, treasurer and chairman of the building com- 
mittee, Mr. T. C. Chapman, chairman of the fi- 
nance committee, Mr. J. I. Hutchison, clerk of the 
Session and Mr. Arthur Beard, chairman of the 
board of Deacons, burned the mortgages in the 
presence of the congregation. Rev. M. B. Prince, 
Jr., Pastor, led the congregation in the dedicatory 
service and offered the prayer of dedication. Rev. 
Jonas Barclay and Rev. W. E. West, former Pas- 
tors had part in the morning service. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, 
Th.D., D.D., Professor of Historical Theology at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, on the subject: 
“The Church of the Living God: The Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth.” 


After lunch on the grounds, Marcus B. Prince, 
III, son of the Pastor and candidate for the ministry 
led the afternoon service which featured remarks 
by former Pastors and sons of the church, now in 
the ministry. 


Mr. Prince is in the twenty-second year of his 
pastorate at this Church and this is the second time 
in this pastorate that he has dedicated a church 
building. In May 1935 the building erected in 
1923, under the pastorate of Dr. A. R. Shaw was 
dedicated. 


Six Ecumenical 
Surveys 


In this book there are reports from six commis- 
sions, most of them carrying forward the old work 
of the Life and Work Movement. In this notice 
we can only point out that most of the 160 churches 
in the World Council have views of the Church 
itself acting in social, economic and political mat- 
ters different from the Constitution and history of 
our own Presbyterian Church, U. S. Our view is 
that many of these matters ought to call for Chris- 
tian action by Christians as citizens under the light 
of God’s Word presented to them in the Church. 


The first of the reports, however, carries for- 
ward the work of the old Faith and Order Move- 
ment. It is interesting to find that the view of ecu- 
menicity set forth is not as uniform as some repre- 
sent it. Indeed, at Amsterdam there was explicit 
recognition of the horizontal or ‘Catholic’ view 
of organization unification and of the vertical or 
“Protestant” view of our present unity in Christ. 
So we find in this report such statements as the 
following: 


“The purpose of the World Council is not to 
Negotiate unions between Churches.” 
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WANTED: Consecrated public school teacher or consecrated 
Christian young woman with a college degree who would 
like to be in full-time Christian work as teacher in a Chris- 
tian School. Collect wire or telephone call will be accepted. 
Address to Rev. W. E. Hill, Jr., West End Christian Grade 
School, Hopewell, Virginia. Telephone 765 or 5691. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED 


Do you have a book-length manuscript you'd like published? 

Learn about our unusual plan whereby your book can be 

published, promoted and distributed on a professional basis. 

We consider all types of work—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 

religious and scholarly books, ete. For _— information, 
write for booklet S.J. It’s 


alifornia: Equitable Building, Hollywood 28. 


“There is room and space in the World Council 
for the ecclesiology of every Church... ” 


Ecumenism is not identical with certain particu- 
lar views about unity (p. 11). 


“Membership in the World Council does not 
imply the acceptance of a specific doctrine concern- 
ing the nature of church unity.” 


“The member Churches recognize that the mem- 
bership of the Church of Christ is more inclusive 
than the membership of their own church body. 
They seek therefore to enter into living contacts 
with those outside their own ranks who confess 
the Lordship of Christ.” Most Christian Churches 
accept the validity of baptism administered by other 
Churches. The reviewer holds that the unity we 
have in Christ is expressed by the means of grace 


which He has given—that is, as we share with 


Christians of other names the Word, the sacraments, 
praise, Christian fellowship and service. 


This book begins with the noble sentiment: “The 
ecumenical and missionary movements of our time 
are converging in the conviction that the whole 
Church is commissioned to bring the whole Gospel 


to the whole world.” —W.C.R. , 


Wuat’s IN THE Millard F. Day. Moody 
Press, Chicago, Illinois. Price $ .75. 


A handbook of Bible doctrine consisting of short 
explanations of some 124 doctrines and themes of 
the Scriptures. 


THe GREAT OPPORTUNITY OF SUNDAY 
ScHOOL. Vivian D. Gunderson. Moody Press, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Price $ .75. 


An excellent book that discusses how to increase 
Sunday School enrollment and attendance. It pre- 
sents programs that give the Gospel message. Splen- 
did suggestions are offered on how to get the whole 
family to Sunday School. 
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From GOoLcATHA. Russell Bradley Jones. 
Moody Press, Chicago, Illinois. Price $ .75. 


This book discusses the great truths of the Chris- 
tian faith based on the seven words of the Cross. 
Here is a book that is able to communicate truth 
and blessing to all who are willing to read it. 


Go Titt You Miss. Mable H. Nance. Moody 
Press, Chicago, Illinois. Price $ .50. 


A Bible quiz game. There are thirty-one sets of 
questions on such subjects as Miracles, Parables, 
Kings, Apostles, Mountains, Birds and Animals. 


HIsTorRY OF THE JEWISH NATION. Alfred Eder- 
sheim. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. Price $4.20. 


This notable work by Dr. Edersheim sheds great 
light on the Gospels, the book of Acts and subse- 
quent Church history. In it, the author describes 
and discusses the state of the society, trade and 
commerce, agriculture, sciences, arts and theology 
during the first years of the Christian era. 


Dr. Edersheim’s conversion to Christianity gave 
him the perspective to see the history of his race in 
its true light. This volume remains a standard 
source on the History of the Jewish Nation during 
the period covered. As such it holds an honored 
place on the reference shelf and as a textbook. 


SCHEEBEN’S DoctTRINE OF DIVINE ADOPTION. 
E. H. Palmer. Kok. Kampen, Holland (Order 
from Dr. Edwin H. Palmer, Spring Lake Christian 
Reformed Church, 218 N. Division Street, Spring 
Lake, Michigan). Price $1.50. 


In the latter part of the last century, Matthias 
Joseph Scheeben entered into a sharp controversy 
with Theodore Granderath on the problem of the 
formal cause of adoption. This debate was carried 
on in several magazine articles for a period of five 
vears. This book is a thesis that presents a careful 
study and analysis of this controversy. Although 
Roman Catholic theologians have taken notice of 
this controversy, the writer believes that Protestant 
theologians have given little consideration to it. He 
is of the opinion that better knowledge of Scheeben’s 
viewpoint would be helpful to Protestantism, and 
give a deeper understanding of the Roman Catholic 
Doctrine of Sanctifying Grace, the Indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit and Adoption itself. He points out 
that Scheeben has contributed much by his deep 
penetration and new insights into this field. We are 
told that since little is known in Protestant circles 
about this theological giant who is the author of 
these stimulating views, this work is written to 
show his place in Roman Catholic theology. 


Scheeben was born in Germany in 1835. After 
a brilliant period of study in Cologne, he was sent 
to Rome for further theological graduate work. 
At the age of 17, he matriculated at the German 
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College of the Gregorian University where he fol- 


lowed a theological and philosophical course. Seven 
years later, in 1858, he became Doctor of ‘Theology 
and Philosophy. He taught Dogmatics at a Seminary 


for Priests in Cologne for twenty-eight years. As 


far as his literary activities are concerned, he pro- 


duced much and of a high quality. He strove for a 


pious theology and theologically sound piety. Dr. 


Palmer observes that there is a revival of Scheeben’s 


theology today and he is rated as one of the great- 
est speculative geniuses in theology of the nineteenth 
century. 


Scheeben holds that Adoption is more or less a 
New Testament concept while Servitude is an Old 
Testament one. He says that Israel was only a type 
of the Adoption that was to come. He holds that 
the concept of Servitude found chiefly in the Old 
Testament is a description of man in his natural 
state and hence even of man today. By grace man 
is adopted to be a son of God. By nature he is a 
servant. Man by nature is not a Son of God and 
does not enjoy the tender father-son relationship. 
We do not dare to enter his bosom presence and 
see Him face to face or sit at the same table with 
Him. He tells us even the Angels are not privileged 
with the status of son and heir. 


This Roman Catholic theologian has much to 
teach Protestant ministers today in regard to this 
New ‘Testament subject. We need to learn that 
our relation to God by nature is not the rich, full 
sonship that comes by Grace and Adoption. While 
there are many differences between R. A. Webb’s 
concept of Adoption, yet it must be admitted that 
there are many similarities. 


It will be of interest to Southern Presbyterians 
to note that on Page 166 ff. Dr. Palmer recognizes 
the magnificent insights of Dr. R. A. Webb on the 
subject of Adoption found in his volume “Reformed 
Doctrine of Adoption.” He has stated that Webb is 
essentially correct in sharply distinguishing between 
Justification and Adoption. The distinction is over- 


looked by many theologians. He holds that when 


Adoption is assumed under the positive aspects of 
Justification, one of its richest blessings and char- 
acteristic aspects is neglected. Justification describes 
the Redemption wrought for man from the point 
of view of God’s holiness only. Justification does 
not describe man’s redemption from the point of 
view of God’s fatherly love. Adoption does that. 
Adoption includes giving the right to an inheritance 
and to this extent coincides with Justification. Paul 
said in Romans 8 that the Christians in Rome had 
received the Spirit of Adoption. He testified that 
they are the children of God, and to be a child 
evidently entails a right to the inheritance. For 
he says immediately following, “And if children, 
then heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.” 

Thus one clear right, that son-ship by adoption en- 
tails, is the right to an inheritance—the inheritance 
of eternal life. To this extent adoption is one with 
peramuation, for eternal life is also the just re- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


fi 
p 
p 
t 
is 
t 
m 
0 
CO 
O 
al 
0 
SI 
fic 
F; 
Le 
ne 
to 
th 
th 
of 
th 
na 
Su 
Bi 
th 
the 
H 
se 
the 
pre 
of 
co 
of 
thi 
Fo 
the 
dis 
def 
cri 


ward for one who has perfectly fulfilled the Law or 
for one who has that perfect imputed obedience of 
Christ. But this coincidence of Adoption with Justi- 
fication does not mean that Adoption is entirely ex- 
plained by Justification or is a part of Justification. 
This apparent overlapping of functions is to be ex- 
plained simply by the fact that both terms are to 
descriptions of our whole Salvation from different 
angles or aspects. It must be kept in mind that al- 
though Justification puts the center in correct and 
proper relationship to God’s holiness and justice, it 
is Adoption that makes him the object of a tender 
and fatherly love. Divine Adoption includes more 
than a mere right to an inheritance. Thus it is 
more than just the positive aspect of Justification. 
This is the contention of Webb and Dr. Palmer 
says it 1s Biblically sound. 


Although Scheeben is faulty in some of his views 
on Adoption, this thesis of Dr. Palmer makes a real 
contribution to the study of Soteriology. He points 
out that the Bible presents Jesus Christ’s substitu- 
tionary work as the only and completely sufficient 
ground for Adoption. Through Christ and Christ 
alone, the sinner has real Adoption. He concludes 
on this firm and solid foundation—even the worst 
sinner if he but trusts His Saviour may go in con- 
fidence to his Heavenly Father and say ‘Abba 
Father.” —John R. Richardson. 


THE GOSPEL AND THE GOSPELS, Julian Price 
Love. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. Price $2.75. | 


The primary object of this particular work is 
to set forth the thesis that there is one central faith 
that makes up the Gospel in the many types of 
theology found in the first four books of the New 
Testament. The point of emphasis is the oneness 
of the Gospel as a whole. Dr. Love believes that 
there has too long been a hiatus between the Semi- 


nary professor and the pastor, the scholar and the 


Sunday School teacher, and it is his desire to put 
Biblical research on a shelf that is low enough for 
the average person to reach. 


The purpose of the Gospel according to the au- 
thor is to proclaim God in action redeeming men. 
He holds that to the abstract thinker and to the 
sensualists alike, God is often a problem but for 
the writers of the Scriptures—Man is often the 
problem on whose behalf God appears. The God 
of the Bible is a God who does things. Dr. Love 
comments, ‘““The verb is the most important part 
of speech in the Bible.” 


While accepting the main thesis of the author, 
this reviewer does not endorse his liberal perspective. 
For example on Page 26, we read, “There are in 
the Gospels many tales about Jesus’ associates—his 
disciples—and others—which also follow a fairly 
definite form of arrangement and to which the form 
critics generally speak of as ‘legends.’ There are also 
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stories of Jesus himself — birth — temptation, . his 
transfiguration,—which are referred to as ‘myths.’ 
These terms may be unfortunate choices since they 
suggest to most people something that is not true. 
But they do not necessarily affirm anything about 
anything of truth or falsity of a tale. A legend is 
simply a story that is preserved about one who is 
thought of merely as a human being. A myth is a 
story embodying a religious message connected with 
one who is understood to be more than human. In 
picking out these and other forms in our Gospels, 
the form critics have on the whole done us a real 
service in helping us to see the patterns of thought 
that have crystallized from oral source to written 
Gospel.” This reviewer is of the opinion that such 
terms as “legends” and “myths” are worse than 
unfortunate when applied to the four Gospels. It is 
our conviction that the Gospels are composed of a 
set of historical facts, and to use the terms employed 
by the form critics is to minimize the historical 
factuality of the Gospel records. 


While differing from the author in certain of his 
positions, this reviewer is happy to state that this 
book as a whole is stimulating and highly sugges- 
tive. It rings true as to the essence of the Gospel 
message. For instance, the author states, ““The God 
they proclaim is one whose very nature it is to save. 
The humanity they deal with is that which needs 
saving and can be sAveD. The Christ they herald 
combines in His person the nature of the redeeming 
God with the nature of redeemable man. The king- 
dom of the Gospel is the new world order in which 
the redeemed men live both here and hereafter.”’ 


Undoubtedly much labor has gone into the prep- 
aration of this book and whether or not one agrees 
with all the author’s views, it is a book that con- 
tains many helpful pointers on how to get the maxi- 
mum value out of the study of the four Gospel nar- 
ratives. —John R. Richardson. 


~ 


THE Harp IN THE CAve. Argye M. Briggs. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Price $2.00. 


This is a novel for young people. The setting of 
this story is in the Texas prairie, the place of many 
of the author’s own childhood scenes. Mrs. Briggs 
gives her young readers a flavorable taste of life 
in America’s great Southwest. This work is char- 
acterized by:strong character portrayals and is writ- 
ten in an jnteresting, absorbing style for young 
people in the lower teens. 


How To Rear A Happy CurisTIAN FAMILY. 
Charles Farah. Moody Press, Chicago, IIlinois. 
Price $ .75. 


This volume contains counsel and warnings as 
to the duties relating to the Christian Home. This 
work is worthy of thoughtful consideration. 
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